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Food for Thought 
By Senior Pastor Bill Jones 

Professor of preaching Tom Long tells a true story that comes out of the little Georgia country church 
where he grew up. The older folks of that congregation loved to tell the story again and again. They laughed 
over it and shook their heads, and maybe they embellished a detail or two in the retelling. The tale took 
place on a certain Sunday night in October of 1938. This was back in the days of Sunday-evening prayer ser-
vices. The preacher was right in the middle of his sermon when a man named Sam – a member of the con-
gregation and well known to everyone – burst through the church doors, trembling with fear. It took him a 
moment to catch his breath, but then he blurted out, “It’s the Martians! They’re attacking the earth in space-
ships! Some of ’em have landed in New Jersey!” Now, Sam was not a man given to flights of fancy; nor was 
he fond of practical jokes. He was a straight-arrow sort of guy. From the look in his eye, and his earnest tone 
of voice, it was clear he believed every word he said. The poor preacher didn’t know what to do. He had nev-
er imagined, in his wildest dreams, that his sermon might one day be interrupted by news of an interplane-
tary invasion. The preacher just stared at Sam, open-mouthed. The congregation stared, too. “It’s true!” said 
Sam. “I swear it. I heard it on the radio.” 

What Sam had heard, of course, was Orson Welles’ now-infamous Mercury Theater of the Air radio broad-
cast of The War of the Worlds. It was a fictional story, meant to sound like a real radio broadcast. It fooled 
an awful lot of people. The announcer said at the beginning it was only a story, but if you tuned in a few 
minutes late, you missed the context and were very likely to think it was a real, “we interrupt this program,” 
sort of news bulletin. After a few moments of awkward silence in the church, one of the oldest members of 
the congregation got up to speak. He was a farmer, a plain-spoken “man of few words.” “I ’spect what Sam 
says ain’t completely true. But, if it is, I know this. We’re in the right place here in church. I say we go on 
with the meetin’.” And so, they did. 

As Tom Long puts it, “The old farmer sized it all up, measured it against his rough-hewn view of provi-
dence and decided it was better to be in church praising God than running around the cow pasture shooting 
buckshot into the night sky.” 

I agree, but why do some people choose to come to church to praise God and others prefer to stay home 
to leisurely read the Sunday paper or go out for a relaxed Sunday brunch or play golf? Why do 38 percent of 
Americans choose to give up their precious spare time to be in church? 

Many people go to church to be part of something bigger than themselves, to join their story with a story 
that started long before they made their appearance in this life and will continue beyond their earthly exist-
ence.  

Some go for the music. Our church is blessed with some talented musicians who glorify God each Sunday 
with wonderful, uplifting praise. Some go to church to sing. As John Bell has pointed out, the church is about 
the only place where people gather to sing anymore.  

Some go to hear the good news of Jesus the Christ who came to make the world a different place by es-
tablishing God’s rule of justice and peace, on earth as in heaven, and how we are to live in a healed, trans-
formed, rescued and renewed world through the power of love. 

Some folks that are new to Williamsburg UMC are coming to our new “Messy Church” worship celebration 
on the second Tuesday of each month. It is messy! We play games, do crafts, sing and praise God, and share 
a meal together. Our first “messy” church in January had an attendance of 115, most of whom do not attend 
a church, many of them with young children. Our second “messy” church in February had an attendance of 
150. Some of the folks who attended in January told their friends about it and as a result we had 63 new per-
sons in February. When Jesus sent his disciples out to the villages he said, “What I say to you in the dark-
ness, tell in the light; and what you hear whispered, announce from the rooftops (Matthew 10:27). Already 
these new Christians at Messy Church are doing what Jesus calls us to do. That’s food for thought! 
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Global Health Initiative of the United Methodist Committee On Relief — This program with over 
300 hospitals and clinics worldwide, emphasizes maternal and child health care, assists health care facilities 
and community health workers, and provides education about proper hygiene and professional health care.  
Funds are used to confront malnutrition, HIV and AIDS, malaria, and Ebola.   

 

One Great Hour of Sharing — Traditionally on the fourth Sunday in Lent, Methodist congregations as-
sist UMCOR by making donations which allow response immediately when disaster strikes.  Because UMCOR 
receives no World Service or apportionment funds, this Lenten donation assures the continuation of this min-
istry of relief and hope. 

 

Nigeria Crisis Fund — Since the beginning of mission work in the 1920’s, vibrant Christian communities 
have expanded throughout northeastern Nigeria.  However, recently the extremist group Boko Haram has 
taken over whole towns and villages in the Christian area, kidnapping women and children, killing thousands 
and destroying homes, churches, and schools.   Survivors have fled; many are in hiding.   Donations will be 
funneled to the Nigeria Crisis Fund of the Church of the Brethren and used to provide temporary shelter, 
food, water, medical supplies.  A member of our congregation, Marilyn Johnson, grew up in this mission area 
where her father was a physician and her mother a teacher. 

 

Carolina Honduras Health Foundation — CHHF maintains a clinic in a remote area of Honduras along 
the Mosquito Coast.  Prior to the establishment of CHHF in 1995, these people had no regular medical care.  
Now the clinic is staffed every other week by volunteer teams who are providing medical care and sharing 
God’s love at the clinic and in the community.  Members of WUMC volunteer at this clinic once or twice each 
year. 

Kairos Prison Ministry — Kairos Prison Ministry is an interdenominational Christian ministry conducted 
by teams of laity and clergy in men’s and women’s correctional facilities in 35 states in the U.S. and 9 coun-
tries overseas.  The first step in building a relationship between inmates and Kairos mentors happens during 
a three-day retreat held in the prison.  Teams of trained Kairos volunteers bring supplies, homemade cookies, 
prepared talks, meditations and lots of love to the prison weekend.  After the retreat, Kairos mentors contin-
ue to return to the prison for Bible study and renewal weekends, and correspond with the inmates.  Inmates 
begin to learn that they are not alone as they start to replace old habits with a new Christian perspective.  
Each three-day retreat can cost several thousand dollars for supplies and travel expenses. Mentors from our 
congregation have served Greensville Correctional Facility since 2003. 

 

Avalon: A Center for Women & Children — Avalon: A Center for Women & Children provides shelter 
and support to those in the Greater Williamsburg Area experiencing domestic violence and sexual abuse.  Av-
alon provides a 24-hour crisis line; legal advocacy; a 20-bed emergency shelter accessible 24/7; counseling; 
life-skills training; and transitional housing.  Counseling, which is also available to men, seeks to help survi-
vors increase their ability to stay safe in the future and heal from the effects of violence. 

 

Lackey Free Clinic — Lackey Free Clinic located in Yorktown serves the eastern side of Greater Wil-
liamsburg.  The mission of this faith-based clinic is to provide skilled, compassionate health care and counsel-
ing to the medically disadvantaged in a manner that honors the name of Jesus Christ.  Lackey Free Clinic of-
fers medical service; free medicine through the Pharmacy Connection; dental care; and chronic-care clinics 
for patients with diabetes, hypertension, asthma, and other ongoing conditions.  Lackey Free Clinic has 
evolved from three volunteers in a church Sunday School room in 1995 to a full service medical and dental 
facility with 10 exam rooms, 5 dental operatories, and 2 group rooms for patient education. 

GLOBAL OUTREACH 

Beneficiaries For Upcoming Lenten Offering  

LOCAL OUTREACH 
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In memory of:    

(Print) 
 

In honor of:    

(Print) 
 

Given by:    

(Print) 
 

Phone:    

(Print) 

Easter Lilies 
You’re invited to provide one or more Easter lilies in honor or in memory of a loved one.  

Return this form by March 16 with a check for $20 payable to WUMC and write “Easter 
Lilies” on the memo line.  Place my gift of Easter Lilies 

Lenten Meager Meals 
Continuing through Lent, you are invited to attend our Lenten Meager Meals on 

Wednesday nights from 5:30 p.m. – 6:30 pm.   During Lent, we are encouraged to 
eat a meager meal (non-meat soup, water and bread) at least once a week in order 
to unite ourselves with the poor and hungry among us.   Various church groups will 
be preparing and serving the vegetable soup and bread, and the cost is only $2.00 
per adult (children 10 and under are free).  Tickets are available on Sundays at the 
Crossroads Table.   

After Meal Activities 

 March 4 - Sanctuary Choir 

 March 11 - Youth Group 

 March 18 - Messy Church Team 

 March 25 - United Methodist Women 

Schedule and Host Groups 

Adults:   

Senior Pastor’s Bible Study from 7:00 p.m. – 8:30 
p.m. in Fellowship Hall 

 

Youth:   

Confirmation Class - Come for dinner at 5:30 p.m. 
and have class from  6:00 p.m. – 7:00 pm.   

Ages 8th grade and older. 

Children:   

“Hands of Hope,” our children’s mission program 
for 4-year-olds through 5th graders, moves to 
Wednesday night from 6:30 p.m. – 7:30 pm.   
Learn about helping others and do hands-on  
projects.  Contact Cindy Banek 229-1771 or 

cbanek@williamsburgumc.org. 

mailto:cbanek@williamsburgumc.org
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Save the Date 

Bishop’s Convocation 
on Prayer 

March 21 

The Bishop’s Convocation on Prayer will be held 
on March 21 at Trinity UMC, 903 Forest Ave. in 
Richmond, VA.  The Rev. Sue Nilson Kibbey, Direc-
tor of Missional Church Initiatives in the West Ohio 
Conference UMC, will be the plenary speaker.  
There will also be small group learning opportunities 
in the areas of prayer and Wesleyan spiritual disci-
plines.  The gathering starts at 9:30 a.m., includes 
lunch, and concludes with Worship with Eucharist 
from 2:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.  

Information about the small groups is available 
on the vaumc.org website.  Some included are:  
Pray to Live and Live to Pray, Journaling, Spirituality 
and the Arts, Centering Prayer, How to Pray with 
Children and Youth, Wesleyan Spiritual Disciplines: 
Means of Grace and Acts of Mercy and more. 

If you are interested, contact Cindy Banek (229-
1771) or cbanek@williamsburgumc.org.  She 
will register you with the church group and we can 
travel together to this inspiring Convocation on 
Prayer. 

“A Living Portrait of The 

Last Supper”  
By Lou-Anne Smith 

“A Living Portrait of The Last Supper” by Ern-
est K. Emurian will be presented on Maundy 
Thursday (April 2) at 7:00 p.m.  This drama brings 
to life the thoughts of the twelve apostles on the 
eve of the crucifixion of Jesus.  Based on the por-
trait painted by Leonardo Da Vinci, Emurian cap-
tures the contemplations of the apostles as each 
one asks himself, “Is it I?”  During the meal, Jesus 
has told them that one sitting with him will betray 
him.  Each man wonders, “Am I the one?  Could it 
be me?”  Come look in on this intimate meal, as 
we all contemplate our own betrayal of the Lord.  
The drama will be followed by Holy Communion. 

Mark Your Calendar 
Sundays in Lent 

Worship at 8:15 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 
March 1, 8, 15, and 22 

 

Palm Sunday, March 29 

Worship at 8:15 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 
 

Maundy Thursday, April 2 

Worship at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Good Friday, April 3 

Worship at 7:00 p.m. 

Saturday, April 4 

Children’s Easter Egg Hunt at 11:00 
a.m. 

 

Easter Sunday, April 5 

Sunrise Service at 6:30 a.m. 

Traditional Worship - 8:00, 9:30 & 
11:00 a.m. 

(Sunday School will not be held  

Easter Sunday) 
 

**Childcare is available for all  
Services except Easter Sunrise** 

http://www.vaumc.org/
mailto:cbanek@williamsburgumc.org
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Sanctuary Refurbishment and Renovation  

Project to Get Underway Spring 2015 

By Board of Trustees 

Sanctuary Refurbishment and Remodeling 
Task Force 

Items to be addressed in PHASE TWO at an-
other date will be: 

 Refurbishment of exterior windows 

 Lighting improvements 

 Painting of the Sanctuary and other adjoin-

ing areas 

 Upgrading of our sound system 

 

While the renovation work is taking place most 
Sanctuary related programs, including Sunday 
morning worship will take place in the Fellowship 
Hall/Atrium area.  The time period for this tempo-
rary arrangement could extend from mid-May until 
mid-August.  We realize there will be some incon-
venience and adjustments necessary to work thru 
the process.  We also know the end results will 
greatly enhance our worship and strengthen the 
warmth and love of our hospitality.  We need your 
patience and prayers as we work together in sup-
port of our task force that will be working extremely 
hard to limit delays and minimize problems in mov-
ing forward to complete our mission. 

The Board of Trustees, Church Council, Finance 
Committee, Endowment Committee, and Worship 
Committee have joined together in support and ap-
proval to move forward with our Sanctuary Refur-
bishment Project scheduled to begin in late spring 
of 2015. 

The motivation to address the condition and ap-
pearance of some areas of the Sanctuary began 
thru the awareness and encouragement of Marty 
Martin, a member of the Worship Committee.  Marty 
for many years, with the help of other volunteers, 
prepared the Sanctuary every Friday morning for 
Sunday worship.  She paid a lot of attention to 
details! 

The Board of Trustees decided it was time for a 
complete evaluation and comprehensive study of 
our fifty year old sanctuary.  Although some refur-
bishment took place twenty two years ago, the con-
dition of other areas remains a part of the original 
construction.  Numerous companies were invited to 
participate in the evaluation, one of which actually 
completed the refurbishment in 1993/1994.  The 
total assessment using multiple contractors in the 
bidding process was $302,000.  Also to be added at 
a later date was upgrading the sound system, but 
that final cost factor has not yet been determined. 

We have decided for now to complete what we 
have identified as Phase One.  The total cost of 
Phase One will not exceed $180,000.  Funds for 
the first part will be provided from the Worship 
Committee, income from the Endowment Funds, 
Capital Reserves, and private church member dona-
tions.  We will borrow no money to complete 
Phase One. 

 

Included in PHASE ONE will be: 

 Pew and screening refinishing and reuphol-

stering 

 New tile flooring and carpet replacement 

 Refinishing wood floors not being replaced 

 Ceiling repair and repainting 

 T-coil system replacement 

 Asbestos remediation (required if replacing 

tiles) 

 Securing our organ and pipes 

Non-Voting 
Advisory Board 

Bill Jones 

Joe Meadows 

Cindy Banek 

Lou-Anne Smith 

Tom Marshall 

Task Force 
Members 

Bud Voorhess, Chair 

Ian Kersey 

Linda Rhodes 

Melissa Cantrell 

Connie Watson 

Bill Chatfield 

Bill Hill 
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If you ever have a moment, stop 
by our website to see what’s going on at 
our church.  The address is 
www.williamsburgumc.org.  Find out about 
all the ministries and other activities that you 
or your family may be interested in joining!!  
We have something for everyone!! 

If you have any questions about something 
you see on our website, contact the church 
office (229-1771). 

Have you checked 
out our Website? 

Wesley  
Foundation Book 

Study 
 

Looking for a good 
book?  Wesley students are 
reading Love Does by Bob 
Goff!  

If anyone has any questions about the book 
study (or the book itself), contact Victoria Gum  
vrgum@email.wm.edu.   

Books can be purchased (for the cheapest price 
and with all proceeds going to charity) at the au-
thor's website: http://bobgoff.com/love-does/. 

Join us Saturday, April 18 from 9:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. at the Two Rivers Country Club (1400 Two Rivers 
Road, Williamsburg, VA 23185) in the Governors' Land community for our Women’s Retreat.  The theme of 
the retreat will be:  "Coming Closer to God in Prayer".  The cost is $50.00 per person which covers lunch and 
gratuity. 

Registration brochures will be available at the con-
nection corner.  Make checks payable to WUMC 
with Women’s Retreat on the memo line.  Return 
the form to the church office with your payment. 

For more information, contact Jeanne Forrest 
(503-3550) or Mary L. Brett (206-9182). 

Women's Retreat 

Our second Messy Church on February 10 was an amazing suc-
cess with 150 people in attendance!  Most of the participants were 
young families with small children attending for the first 
time.  Thank you to the 40 volunteers who helped throughout the 
evening and also to the 32 chefs who prepared macaroni and 
cheese and brownies.  Our next Messy Church is Tuesday, 
March 10, our theme is “Prayer,” and we are planning for an-
other large crowd of adults and children eager to know Je-
sus!  Watch the Sunday bulletin and e-notes for ways you can help 
with Messy Church. 

Messy Church Update 

If you are interested in attending, contact Cindy Banek (229-1771) or cbanek@williamsburgumc.org. 

http://www.williamsburgumc.org
mailto:vrgum@email.wm.edu
http://bobgoff.com/love-does/
mailto:cbanek@williamsburgumc.org
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Williamsburg United Methodist Women 
March 2015 – UMW Circle Meetings 

Candle Burning Ceremony & First General Meeting for 2015 
 

Saturday, March 21 at 10:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall 
 

The Williamsburg United Methodist Women will host a candle burning ceremony on Saturday, March 21.  
This time of coming together is an opportunity to honor and remember loved ones.  Your donations will allow 
our candle to burn one second for each $0.60 donated.  ALL donations support UMW worldwide missions. 

During the ceremony, we will hear the names of loved ones read aloud.  We will pray, sing hymns, share 
a litany, and hear a mission update. 

Please join us for this first WUMW General Meeting of the year.  If you are unable to attend, you may still 
donate to this worthwhile cause, and your loved one’s name will be included with the 
others that will be honored or remembered at the ceremony.  Forms are available from 
circle leaders, Virginia Morgan, or the church office and will be in the church bulletin on 
March 1 and 8.  Please attach contributions to the form and leave them in the Candle 
Burning box in the church office by March 16. 

If you would like to display a picture of the people that you are honoring or remem-
bering, please contact Virginia Morgan or bring the picture the morning of the ceremony.   

Light refreshments will be served.  If you have questions, please contact Virginia 
Morgan (565-6162). 

Olive Casey Circle  – Monday, March 2 at 11:30 
a.m.  Members will meet for lunch at the home of 
Judy French. 
 

Clarke/Heritage Circle  – Tuesday, March 3 at 
9:45 a.m. in Room 309.  Our speaker will be Eliza-
beth Ameling who will speak about Latisha’s House. 
 

Jean Craig Circle  – Tuesday, March 3 at 1:30 
p.m. in the Chambrel Activities Room.  Vikki DiToto 
will speak about Shepherd’s Fold. 
 

Susanna Wesley Circle  – Wednesday, March 4 
at 10:00 a.m. in Room 309.  The program will be 
given by Ruth Simpson. 
 

Friendship Circle  – Monday, March 9 at 10:30 
a.m. in the church den.  Student homelessness will 

be the topic for the program. 
 

Carol Scott Circle  – Tuesday, March 10 
at 1:00 p.m. in the church den.  

The program will be given by 

Elizabeth Ameling who will talk about Latisha’s 
House. 
 

Sisters in Faith Circle  – Tuesday, March 10 at 
7:00 p.m. in Room 309.  We will spend a hands-on-
evening assembling Jelly Bean Prayer bags for Res-
pite Care. 
 

Williamsburg Landing Circle  – Tuesday, March 
17 at 10:30 a.m. at the Williamsburg Landing Main 
Building in the Auditorium (on the kitchen side). 

 

Important Dates to Remember 
 

UMW Candle Burning Service 
Saturday, March 21 at 10:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall 

 

UMW Board Meeting 
Monday, March 23 at 7:00 p.m. in Room 309 

 

Prepare and serve Meager Meal  
Wednesday, March 25 
5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 
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We have a request for 
fabric from a group who 

are making bags for 
school kits.  We need 
unused drapery fabric 

or gently used 
draperies that are no 

longer needed. 
 

Thank you, 
Barbara Hamson 

(259-9782) 
UMCOR  

Kit Committee 

75th Anniversary  
of United Methodist  
Committee on Relief  

 

By Global Outreach Team 
 

On March 15, Methodists around the world cele-
brate the 75th anniversary of the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief.  Begun in 1940, the commit-
tee serves as a “voice of conscience among Method-
ists to act in the relief of human suffering without 
distinction of race, color, or creed.”  So said Bishop 
Herbert Welch at General Conference in 1940 when 
UMCOR’s forerunner, the Methodist Committee for 
Overseas Relief (MCOR), was established. The goal 
then was to respond to suffering among peoples 
overseas after the onset of World War II. 

In the early years, relief efforts went to Europe 
and China.  By 1948, increased funding was sent to 
relief and resettlement efforts in Germany.   Pales-
tinian refugees from the creation of Israel became 
another focus in the late 1940’s.     In 1972 the 
General Conference made UMCOR a permanent part 
of the General Board of Global Ministries. Today the 
committee’s scope includes disaster relief in the 
United States. 

Over the years, UMCOR has helped survivors of 
earthquakes, floods, tsunamis, famine.   UMCOR 
provided long-term recovery aid to communities in 
the US South devastated by hurricane Katrina and 
others.  As countries such as Liberia, Rwanda, and 
Bosnia experienced civil strife, UMCOR was there to 
help affected communities rebuild homes and lives. 
UMCOR has been active in the Ebola Crisis in Sierra 
Leone.   

UMCOR’s work reaches people in more than 80 
countries.  Because funds donated to One Great 
Hour of Sharing cover the administrative costs of 
UMCOR, 100% of donations to UMCOR are spent on 
the projects which donors specify.  WUMC supports 
UMCOR by donating a portion of our Lenten offering 
to One Great Hour of Sharing, by contributions 
when there is a natural disaster, and by packaging 
birth kits, school kits, disaster buckets, and health 
kits.   We’ll be 
packaging kits 
again in May, 
and they will 
be delivered 
to Annual 
Conference in 
June. 

UMW Book Club  
The next meeting of the UMW Book Club will 

be Monday, March 9, at 7:00 p.m., at the home of 
Carol Brinkley (207 Old Cart Road, Powhatan Sec-
ondary). We will be reading and discussing Sum it 
Up, by Pat Summitt, in the Leadership Develop-
ment category. For more information, contact Car-
ol Brinkley (258-0617) or cpbrinkley@aol.com. 

For those who want to read ahead, we’ll be 
reading the following in the upcoming months: 

 April – Alone and Invisible No More - How 
Grassroots Community Action and 21st Cen-
tury Technologies Can Empower Elders to 
Stay in Their Homes and Lead Healthier 
Happier Lives, by Allan S. Teel, MD 
(Nurturing for Community Category) 

 May – Beaded Hope by Cathy Liggett 

(Education for Mission Category) 

 June – Not Just a One Night Stand:  Min-
istry with the Homeless by John Flowers & 

Karen Vannoy (Social Action Cat-
egory) 

Anytime is a great time to join 
the UMW Book Club. All 
are welcome. Come join 

us! 

It's UMCOR  
Kit time! 

mailto:cpbrinkley@aol.com
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Clara Biswas – Covenant Missionary 
 

Did you know that a portion of Global Outreach funds assist children in Phnom 
Penh, Cambodia?    Through our covenant relationship with missionary Clara Biswas, 
we assist her as she serves as a community worker in Phnom Penh.  Clara works with 
the poorest of the poor, and especially with the children in the slum areas and those 
who live in the garbage dumps.   Her goal is to facilitate their transfer to relocation 
and rehabilitation centers.    

Much of Clara’s work centers on an education program which supports 620 stu-
dents in public schools by providing classes in areas such as music, computer sci-
ence, and art.   The program also offers Sunday School and has Christmas and East-
er activities each year.  A health component refers patients to hospitals and health 
centers.   Clara has worked for many years with a church at one of the dumpsites 
and now also works with the Berung Kok Methodist Church.   Please keep Clara in 
your prayers as she shares the love of God in this poor area of Cambodia.  

 

Global Outreach Team 

Dear Williamsburg UMC Family, 
In 2003, I was fortunate enough to go on a mission trip with my father and the Wesley Foundation at 

William and Mary to Pyatigorsk, Russia.  The experience shaped me immensely.  At 12 years old, it was my 
first mission trip, my first time abroad, and the first time I had spent that much time with my dad without my 
mom around.  Thankfully, we both returned safe and sound in spite of getting on each other’s nerves.  But 
most importantly it gave me an opportunity to explore my faith, to experience the faith of a college student, 
and to experience the faith of those on the other side of the world.   

 This coming May, I have the opportunity to lead a mission trip for the Wesley Foundation.  I, along 
with several William and Mary students, will be traveling to San Isidro, Costa Rica to serve with Costa Rica 
Mission Projects.  Their work involves working to support congregations both through faith and through facili-
ties.  Additionally, they are working to provide housing for single mothers who are attending college in the 
area.  Throughout our time, we will be working with local workers to build new churches as well as interact-
ing with those church communities through prayer, bible study, and hopefully some play.  In leading this trip, 
I hope to not only serve these communities in Costa Rica, but also to serve the students of William and Mary.  
I hope that this trip will be just as life changing for them, as my first trip with the Wesley Foundation was for 
me.   

When I traveled over a decade ago, I was supported by friends, family, church members and my unoffi-
cial older siblings from the Wesley Foundation.  Today I am asking for that same support.  I ask you to pray 

for me, for our team and for those we are going to serve.   

Service and mission trips are remarkable, life-changing experiences for 
many of us.  Personally, mine have been some of the most satisfying and signif-
icant events of my life.  It is rewarding when I am able to share my experiences 
with my loved ones and know that I am in their thoughts and prayers.  I hope 
that you feel the same as well.   

Thank you for blessing my life, 

Grace Hindman 
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Do you have an article for the Newsletter? 
 

If you would like to submit an article for publication in the Messenger, the deadline 
for submittals is the 15th of the month.  Articles submitted should be typed or neatly 
printed, limited to a 1/2 page in length and are subject to editing for grammar, 

spelling and content.  Please submit by e-mail to Lianne Koch at 
lkoch@williamsburgumc.org.  Questions?  Please e-mail Lianne or call (229-1771). 

Kairos Prison Ministry 

Since 2002 members of Williamsburg United Methodist Church (WUMC) have been actively involved as 
volunteers in Kairos Prison Ministry through the Virginia Department of Corrections. The late Rev. Marvin 
Willard, Rev. Vince Sutlive, and Maury Porter participated in the first Kairos 4-day retreat held inside Greens-
ville Correctional Center in Jarratt, Virginia and later served at other prisons in Virginia. In 2003 Marvin 
Willard recruited WUMC congregant Lyman Hubbard for Kairos ministry and Lyman has participated in numer-
ous retreats, Bible studies, and other ministry events since that time. Lyman is the only member of the Wil-
liamsburg Church currently active in Kairos.  

Anyone who has spent time in prison, either as a religious volunteer or inmate, has plenty of stories to 
tell about the challenges inmates face in prison: the growing number of women being incarcerated; entire 
families who are incarcerated; father and son cellmates; women becoming pregnant while incarcerated; the 
list is endless.  The most important story to tell, however, is about the lives that are genuinely changed by 
the Kairos experience -- for inmates, volunteers, and the corrections officers who guard the prisons.  Fallen 
Christians who turned their backs on God have had their faith restored.  People who didn’t know Christ now 
have a relationship with Him.  Atheists, racists, pagans, and others have discovered that the one true God of 
the universe loves them and sent His Son to die for their salvation.  Kairos is an opportunity to bring the Gos-
pel of Jesus Christ and His message of hope to a dark place and witness firsthand the Holy Spirit at work. 

The core activity of the Kairos ministry is a 4-day retreat held inside prison and follow-up meetings, one 
or two-day retreats, and monthly reunions.  Kairos volunteers model and communicate God’s unconditional 
love, grace and mercy.  It is here that God begins changing hearts and transforming lives as participants 
begin to understand that, with God’s help, a new way of life is possible. 

The spring 4-day retreat at Greensville Correctional Facility is in late April 2015. Through announcements 
in the church bulletin, Sunday School classes, the youth program, study groups, and men’s and women’s ser-
vice organizations, you will be hearing about opportunities to participate in and support Kairos Prison Minis-
try.  You may be asked to bake cookies or make posters and place mats (for each retreat the Kairos team 
takes over 60,000 homemade cookies into the prison); to pray for the success of the retreat; and to write 
“agape” letters of hope and encouragement to the prisoners.  You may be offered the opportunity to attend 
the closing ceremony at Greensville and hear inmate par-
ticipants testify to God’s work in their lives. 

If you think God may be calling you to get involved as 
a Kairos volunteer or to provide support to the prison min-
istry, contact Lyman.  In some way, large or small, we are 
all called to serve. 

  

Local Outreach Team 

mailto:lkoch@williamsburgumc.org
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Another successful Sweetheart Banquet 
 . . .  it’s all about the children! 

ECMS  

Fall Registration 
 

ECMS Registration for fall 2015 begins March 
15.   Eligibility includes children, ages 2 months - 7 
years and group piano for adults.  For more infor-
mation, contact Cindy Freeman (229-1771ext 108) 
or cfreeman@williamsburgumc.org.   

Classes Facilitated by 
Jeanne Forrest 

Join us for Living Your God-Given Life Pur-
pose, Wednesdays, 11:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. in the 
Den. 

Wednesdays, through March 25, 4:30 - 6:00 
p.m. Hope . . . Beyond Loss.  This is a class for 
participants whose loss has been 4-6 months prior 
to the beginning of the class.  Questions? Contact 
Rev. Jeanne Forrest (503-3550). 

     Thanks to the phenome-
nal efforts of many gener-
ous volunteers and support-
ers, the fifth annual Sweet-
heart Banquet presented by 

the Early Childhood Music School’s board and facul-
ty was a sold-out and successful event!   112 diners 
enjoyed an elegant evening of mouthwatering cui-
sine provided by Mary Liz Sadler and Cathy Ripley 
with delicious rolls made by Sally Burri.  I sincerely 
thank each of them for their generous donations of 
time and culinary skill.  I also wish to thank Cathie 
Allport, Darrel Burri and Bob Ripley who helped in 
the kitchen, along with Anneliese Brei and two Wes-
ley Foundation students, Cara Dost and Allison 
Harkness.   Others who lent a helping hand are 
greatly appreciated: Cindy Banek, Carl Freeman, Bill 
Hamner, Donna and Bill Herman and our wonderful 
custodians, William Jones and Lionel Taylor.  Thank 
you!    

The meal was served by ECMS faculty members:  
Paulette Amory, Tamara Carver, Norma Champion, 
Cindy Freeman, Sandy Owens, Kathy Parisi and 
Tram Phan who provided entertainment along with 
the delightful David Tetrault Jazz Trio (Braxton All-
port, Kent Marcuson and David Tetrault).     

A heartfelt “thank you” goes to the banquet 
committee:  Deb Barger, Brandyn Baty, Alison 
Broaddus, Sally Burri (Chair), Cassie Morrison, Su-

sanna Owens, Mary Liz Sadler and Glenith Whitaker 
for their outstanding organization and lots of hard 
work!  Additional board members: Alice Alexander, 
Susan Buck, Bud (and Linda) Rhodes, Sharon (and 
Mike) Sams, Norb Smith and Betsy Ziskind assisted 
with set-up and cleanup.  Each board member also 
provided a yummy appetizer . . . AND because the 
ECMS board members underwrote all expenses for 
the banquet, 100% of the proceeds will support fi-
nancially disadvantaged students through the 
school’s two important outreach programs:    

 Elliot’s Song (Project Outreach) annually 

serves some 360 students in Head Start, 
Bright Beginnings and Child Development 
Resources.  The net profit from tickets and 
donations totaled nearly $3,000.     

 Jessie Elizabeth Scholarship Fund annu-

ally enables 25 - 30 students to participate 
in classes at the church either tuition-free or 
at a reduced rate.  The banquet tip bowls 
generated a whopping $1,900 for scholar-
ships!     

I sincerely thank all who attended the banquet 
and all who contributed so generously to a delight-
ful evening to benefit children!   

 

Cindy Freeman, ECMS Director  
and Project Outreach Executive Director 

mailto:cfreeman@williamsburgumc.org
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Thank You From . . . 
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5 Tips for a  
Better Prayer Life 

“As I have loved you, so you 
must love one another.  By this 
all men will know that you are my 
disciples, if you love one another.” 
John 13:34-35 

1) Be bold, and mighty forces will come to 
your aid.  When you venture boldly, there 
comes a flow of power in response. 

2) Deny adverse conditions.  In every prob-
lem there is an inherent good.  Believe that! 

3) Picture good outcomes.  By envisioning 
good things, you actually bring good influ-
ences into    play, both within yourself and in 
the world around you.     

4) Pray for every person you meet with by 
name.  Pray that he or she may benefit 
from the dealings you have with him or her. 

5) Practice Christian love toward every-
body!          

  

From “Positive Living Day by Day” by Dr. Norman 
Vincent Peale  

 

For more information about our Prayer Ministry, 
contact Cindy Banek (229-1771) or 
cbanek@williamsburgumc.org.                            

You Are Invited . . .  

Sexuality & the United 

Methodist Church,  

a Conversation 
Continuing through March 29 

Any discussion about sexuality and faith can be 
difficult. We hope, however, to provide a forum in 
which we can model love and respect for one an-
other as we engage in conversation about things 
that are hard to talk about.  Questions? Comments? 
Suggestions? Contact Rev. Kay Barré or one of the 
other pastors (229-1771).  You are welcome at any 
time. 

United Methodist Day at 
the General Assembly 

 

February 5 
 

Ten members of our congregation traveled to 
Richmond to attend General Assembly. The day be-
gan with prayer from Bishop Cho.  While at the Cap-
itol Building we spoke with Senator Tommy Nor-
ment, Delegate Brenda Pogge, the Legislative Aide 
for Senator John Miller and Delegate Monty Mason.  
Our main topics of discussion were human traffick-
ing, minimum wage, predatory lending, domestic 
violence and guns, and the Medicaid Waiver.  Later 
we observed the House of Delegates in Session and 
Delegate Monty Mason introduced us while we were 
in the House Gallery.   

After lunch we heard the Rev. Dr. Susan Crowe, 
General Secretary of the United Methodist General 
Board of Church and Society, speak on social justice 
issues. 

The following people attended: Charles Swadley, 
Penny and Bob Harringer, Carolyn and Bob Spencer, 
George Watson, Bonnie Knizatko, Fran Lane, Peggy 
Soulen and Mary Jo 
Bennett.  Thank you to 
Charles Swadley for 
driving the church van.  

  
United Methodist 

Women - Social  Action 

The Silver Saints (50 plus) will meet on Wednes-
day, March 11 for a tour of the W&M Greenhouse.  
Please arrive at the church at 10:30 a.m. for a walk 
to W&M.  After the tour a light lunch will be provid-
ed in the Fellowship Hall.  Please bring $2.00 for the 

lunch and donations for 
FISH.   

To sign up for this 
event, notify Loretta & Art 
Heezen (565-2518) or 
lheezen@verizon.net.  All 
are welcome! 

Silver Saints Luncheon 

mailto:cbanek@williamsburgumc.org
mailto:lheezen@verizon.net
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Condolences   
 

Our thoughts and prayers go out to the families of those who have passed away 
during the month of February: 

Denny O’Berry, Respite Client 

Alice Peters, wife of former WUMC pastor Howard Peters  

given in memory of Anne DeGise from 

given in memory of Bob Corrie from 

Memorial Giving  

 Williamsburg Landing Circle 

 Mrs. Jan Sarmiere 

 Ms. Susan Simon 

given in honor of Holley Walling from 

 Mr. & Mrs. Ken Hook 

given in honor of Juli Zacharias from 

 Mr. & Mrs. Paul Muse 

Honorarium Giving  

Living Fully, 
Dying Well 

  

Are you…. 

 Wondering what you 

need to know to be 
ready when the time 
comes to make end-of-
life decisions for your 
parents?  

 Hoping to ease the burden on your loved ones 

as they try to fulfill your wishes when you can 
no longer advise them?  

 Wishing you could talk more easily about your 

values and desires for the future with the people 
you hold most dear?  

 Feeling eager to focus on shaping your legacy? 

 Worried how to treat your relatives & heirs fairly 

when you know you need to treat them differ-
ently? 

 Wanting to live your life as fully as possible as 

long as possible and then let go in peace? 

This opportunity is for you. Living Fully, Dying 
Well is a 9-session class using curriculum developed 
by UM Bishop Rueben Job. We begin Sunday, April 
12. Classes will meet on Sundays, 6:30 p.m. – 8:00 
p.m., through June 14. Register and get your book 
through the church office.  

For more information,  
contact Rev. Helen Casey-Rutland (229-1771 x357)  

or hcasey-rutland@williamsburgumc.org.  

given in memory of Priscilla Belanger from 

 Mrs. Fran McKnight 

given in memory of Susie King Sheldon from 

 Ms. Kay Sheldon & Family 

given in memory of Robert P. Smith from 

 Mrs. Sheppard Bell 

 Mrs. Joyce Davis 

 Ms. Jean Migneault 

 Ms. Lois Noll 

 Mr. & Mrs. Felix Pitts 

 Mrs. Murph White 

mailto:hcasey-rutland@williamsburgumc.org
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Happiness is the acquisition of 8 new selections in the UMW Reading Program which has as its purpose to 
expand understanding of and participation in God’s mission; increase sensitivity to all human beings’ needs, 
interests and concerns; encourage critical thinking about issues facing humanity today; grow in understand-
ing of Scripture as it relates to Christian faith in contemporary life; enhance self knowledge and act from that 
knowledge; and strengthen involvement in local and global mission.  While this program is a study opportuni-
ty provided under the umbrella of the UMW, you do not need to be a member of the UMW to check out, en-
joy and benefit from the excellent books in this program.  There are many wonderful selections of interest to 
both men and women in the areas of Education for Mission, Leadership Development, Nurturing for Commu-
nity, Social Action and Spiritual Growth.  Included in the new offerings are:  WHAT’S SO BLESSED ABOUT 
BEING POOR?, THE END OF YOUR LIFE BOOK CLUB, WHATEVER HAPPENED TO DINNER, and 
KIND OF KIN.  Look for these and other selections on display in the library foyer. 

A smorgasbord of offerings awaits the children this month.  Discover what 
happens when THE WIND BLEW.  Then warm up with some STONE SOUP, try 
on KIKI’S HATS, dip into THE NAME JAR and meet THE BOY WHO DIDN’T 
BELIEVE IN SPRING.  And not to be missed in this month when everyone 
seems to catch the Irish spirit is THE ST. PATRICK’S DAY SHILLELAGH. 

 

“You know you’ve read a good book when you turn the last page  
and feel a little as if you have lost a friend.”   

-- Paul Sweeney 

Library News 


